Wangsim is pleased to announce the opening of Wang Yi’s solo exhibition at the
Mandarin Oriental, Guangzhou, titled The Shape Salon, to celebrate the reopening of
the hotel’s 4" floor dinning space—now TANG, a magnificent new restaurant doubled
up as a gallery space. The exhibition features a selection of recent paintings and
sculptures from the Shanghai-based artist’s past 10-year practice and spotlights his
long-term obsession with depicting cities, history and nature with a pure abstract
reasoning.

The range of processes employed in each of Wang Yi’'s works on view reveals the
extraordinary depth of his artistic strategies. Starting from former, geometric simplicity,
the artist painfully applies hundreds of layers of color, exploring the effects of repetition,
dissolving, shading, overpainting and contrasting. In these vibrant and vital works—
some finished with layered resin and all seemingly pixelated without a focal point, the
initial continuities of color and shape (which the artist picks out of natural or urban
landscapes) have been reconfigured to produce a new order. It represents two
important facets of the artist’s practice, the solitary, independent inner seeking and his
reflection on the ambiguous dynamics of China’s modern history.

‘Reflection of Shadow’—one of the artist’'s longest-running series, seems to be

brilliantly dark and bright at the same time. Aiming to depict a visual force “brighter
than light”, Wang continues using the gridded patterns and the labour-intensive
painterly techniques to establish a blurred structure with sharp edged glowing forms.
Embracing philosophical elements of chance, paradox, and tension, Wang creates
astonishing images with seemingly infinite reflections imbued with vibrant drama. His
works challenge our understanding of Western abstraction while subverting
established histories of art and culture.

The exhibition also features a commissioned series Ksana, created for TANG’s
inaugural art project. In these mystic and explosive abstractions, the past and present
of fast-evolving metropolis such as Shanghai and Guangzhou are interpreted on
aluminium surface with meticulous brush strokes and Wang’'s signature glazing
technique, which draws from glazed ceramics of China’s Southern Song dynasty.
Laying numerous thin, translucent layers to blur, enrich or reduce colours, shapes and
forms, Wang engages in a delicate and prolonged interplay between change and
stability. The resulting visual shifts continually between Western and Eastern traditions,
echoing manmade and natural wonders, and material weight of time itself. The
presentation also features artist's important paintings and sculptures from his
‘Overlapping’ and ‘Floating Square’ series.

Traditionally referring to a large building for a specific purpose, TANG is designed with
a unique one—it is going to house a year-round, rotating, academic (yet certainly
sumptuous) art program. Organized on the occasion of the grand opening of TANG,
The Shape Salon kickstarts dynamic cultural dialogues, and the inspiring pairing of
creative and culinary gatherings.



WANGSIM RRREHRAT T HXERITERZENN [EFE: E—-PATR ] F#&,

REREEEBHNEERZ BB PERN—K, FHETENERATETRE [Z],
HEETFEFLE, GRNEA-TMRERFRNZHREE, 2 XRERE EBZARE
——RIRMLESHEER, XEERRRT ZAKEGELRNREHEE X T
5 BRREERE.

REMNE—EERPFESTNLERIEI T AHEERGREPHRE. HER
B, BULERREREEMH R, ZARBEWEEEOREEHRAREHITHES.
B, BRI, AXERTEREEVNNBRERT—BOERTEERON
feRE, BLFEMERIBMERELERELR, TAKXMHETH BRI LR
MNAERENERZEEEEEFCE T e FNIESHF. XEI T ZARKIHIZA
BIRERMX THhEERAESZRARE.

TINET ] BZAREMELEEFERNRIERZ— ERZVNAWEHFENST
B, EETPERBANXE . ElE%T IEARERNAL NERED, ZARAFIFEEM
PA& T X MR BAETB ST AT 77 USRS R B G T BB s A EM S MM RS =
FEt. XESBRANERZZRTEZRERHEN. FRMKINER, ERDH
BAREMEL RS ORTIRAEAE BRI LEE, PEREREN TEITHRA
e, BERBRNNTXAMZARENITFIAM.

RRIFERANBEHENZIERIIER [—R]. X—FIH [PHmREE ]
HMAEMEE AL ABRE R R =R R AERMVRIE. E—HNREBEKRTLEE. I
METESERROABETHNHELEESH, ZAREFTIVERIENCENEE,
PURBRRGEMEN [E2%] RONTHRRxEHTEEENEREMN 5=
FBEH. ERNEE A ER. BR. ERVEAREERAS, X—IdEGH—5
ERUESREZEDHYMIHANEE. RESINETHAREGREE PRI G4
K2, B TERESEK. H5FIFEFR. RETRNRHZAR EZATIER]
TEE] BZIgEERUE R4 NEREB RS

(2] ARARMAAL2MNOARERAES, FIRAFTEFIRENEE CARE
M, TMXERTDEEN (2] BRaSEE - MR AE: BIEA—1X
RHEAM., ERNERZATE. EELRNKREFES, Eh [2] ZATMEMNER,

[ZEHE] BERZEANXUXNTE, FEIBFEZAA. 8RF7. XUFALEFEE.

Al
£B—5,

For further inquiries
info@wangsim.com
+852 6843 0499



mailto:info@wangsim.com

